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Minutes of League meeting held on Wednesday October 5th

 2011 at Ossett Town 

Committee Present: Steve Dobson (SD), Carl Ridyard (CR), Ann M Housecroft (AMH), Sean Jennings (SJ)     Julie Chapman (JC), Vince Chapman (VC) Kath Broadbent (KB) & Steve Atkin (SA)

1.  Roll Call

Member clubs absent: Bramley Phoenix, Burley Trojans, Castleford WR, Featherstone, Farsley Celtic, Ilkley, Kirstall Crusaders, Middleton Park, Normanton, Oakworth, Pontefract Coyotes, Queensbury Celtic, Sherburn White Rose, Skipton, Silsden, Thackley & Wakefield FC

2.  Minutes

EGM minutes accepted by member clubs

3.  Chairmans Report

SD stated that there was not enough teams in the league.  The numbers had gone from 185 to 100, which was a massive decline.  He attributed this to County and clubs not going into schools to promote girls football.  He stated next season we may have to fall in line with East Riding GFL and have dual age groups.  He envisaged that this may cause problems as it had done this year with the U16 and U18 groups where there might be a higher calibre of team, which again may cause teams to drop out.  This will be looked at by an later stage, but it was stressed that WE all need to promote girls football.

4.  Secretary's Report

CR advised that due to dwindling entries the County Cup was being reviewed by County.  He asked that any teams wishing to enter the County Cup contact him asap.  The competition is open to U14 and U16 age groups.  It was also stated that the league and in particular SD had fought hard to have this competition within the WR.  Although he did think that may because Tesco had ceased to sponsor this event, that may be a reason why County had lost some interest in it.  Girls who enter the competition have a chance to play at County's ground, as the semi finals and finals are held there.  SD stated that there may be a sponsor in a couple of years, but by then it may be too late for girls to participate in.   There is no deadline at the moment for entries.

5.  Treasurer's Report

There is £9090.15, in the bank account.  We have received £250 part payment of the final sponsorship monies from ProActive teamwear.  The outstanding payment is expected by the end of the year.  Having lost a potential two year sponsorship deal with Lee Sanders from Cestria, leaving the league, we are still looking for for a sponsor.  Anyone willing to sponsor the league/divisions or cups please contact us.

Fines - Fines have been issued to team managers and club secs so far this season, due to the new FA rule that was brought in regarding fines and payment within 28 days.  Could anyone who disputes a fine, please contact the Fines Secretary NOT the age group managers, Chair or League Secretary.

6.  Age Group Managers

U8/9 - CR nothing to report

U10 -  JC nothing to report 

U11 -  SA – only a card for Bramley Phoenix to collect

U12-   SD asked for someone from Bramley Phoenix – no response 

U13-   KB nothing to report

U14 -  JC nothing to report

U15 -  KB nothing to report

U16/18 – VC reported that teams were generally good with getting results and forms in , but the quality of forms was generally poor.  He asked they are filled in neatly and legibly.

7.  Cup Draw Details

The draws had now been uploaded onto the website.

8.  Representative Sides

After the WR success at last seasons rep games, the league will be again entering teams in the U10, U12, U14 and U16 age groups.  The first trials will be held at Batley Business and Enterprise College on 23rd October between 1-3pm.  Age group managers details are on the WRGFL website.

9.  CWO report

KB had nothing to report.

10.  Referees

NB was unavailable, but KB stated that their was a course been held in December and the league had 10 places booked on the course.  Fees for the course were £65 (for U16) and £85 (for over 16's).  The dates of the course were 1st , 4th and 11th December.  Anyone interested should contact NB, whose details are on the website.

11. AOB

Virginia (Thornes) stated that with the recession and with teams struggling for players, that it may be a bit harsh to pursue teams for fines and then suspend them for non payment within the 28 days.  SD stated this was an FA rule we all had to adhere to, and if she had any suggestions regarding fines to send them to CR, so they could be looked at at the AGM.

Another query was an age at which someone could ref a game, the minimum age is 14.

Next meeting is Wednesday 2nd November 2011

U16 Meeting

Following a committee meeting held last week, the Committee took the decision to suspend certain teams within the U16 division.  WRCFA advised this was not to be the case and games were re-instated.  The member clubs concerned however as to why they had been suspended.

SD stated they were originally suspended for bringing the game into disrepute.  Paul Wilde (PW) from Brighouse, asked how the committee had arrived at this decision and was told that we had evidence of the alleged charges but were not prepared to list them at this present time.  PW surmised that this was due to the South Durham & Cestria (SD & C) fiasco.  To which he admitted that he had chaired a meeting as they were concerned about this team joining the U16's.  SJ and CR had been present at this meeting.   

SD stressed that he thought it unfair, after some of the clubs stated that they were only interested in girls playing football, that they had deliberately tried to stop SD & C playing by trying to impose restrictions on the league, such as banning them from cup competitions.  He said that SD & C were left with little option other than to leave the league and they had been welcomed by West Lancs, while the West Riding had been made to look a set of fools who had no competitive spirit.  Greetland argued that it seemed the league was only interested in SD & C and not the other teams in the league.  SD categorically stated that what he didn't like was the fact they had forced a team of talented girls to quit the WR.  SLC asked what penalties the league were going to impose on them and PW pleaded for leniency and to put the matter behind them and forge ahead.  One team questioned whether SD & C should actually of being in the WR league.  VC stated that we had learnt lessons from this and in future teams from outside the WR will be vetted on an annual basis to determine if they can play in a league that will suit them nearer to their home ground.  The crux of the argument seemed to be the distance teams would have to travel with one team stating it would be a 260 mile round trip.  SJ said that a pitch within the WR had been made available to SD & C, so that teams didn't have to travel that far.  Other arguments were that SD & C were too good.  SD stated that with a team like this in the WR it would have raised our profile.  Some teams said they would have been happy to play SD & C, as they had done in friendly games.  PW again pleaded for the matter to come to a swift end.

The meeting was ended with the Committee having to make a decision on penalties to impose.

It was agreed that teams would not be suspended and would each receive a fine for £100 for bringing the game into disrepute.  Letters would be sent out to the individuals concerned.
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