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Minutes of EGM held on Wednesday August 24th

 2011 at Ossett Town 

Committee Present: Steve Dobson (SD), Carl Ridyard (CR), Ann M Housecroft (AMH), Sean Jennings (SJ) Kath Broadbent (KB) & Steve Atkin (SA)

Guest Present Sarah Wood (SW) WRCFA

1.  Roll Call

Member clubs absent: Bramley Phoenix, Cleckheaton, Featherstone, Hebden Bridge, Ilkley, Kirstall Crusaders, Moorend, NE Leeds, Sherburn White Rose, Silsden, Thackley, Wakefield FC & Wrenthorpe

2.  Receive and adopt balance sheet and statement of accounts

CR read out the balance sheet for the year ending March 2011.  This was accepted and seconded by member clubs.  The full accounts will be uploaded onto the web in due course.

3.  Election of new clubs

The Committee accepted the following clubs into the league: Batley Ladies, Skipton Town, Ovenden West Riding and Sherburn White Rose

4.  Constitution of League for 2011/12 season

CR stated that there were issues with the U14/U15/U16 & U18’s divisions.  SD asked if anyone had any input into the way the divisions were going to be formed.

U12 - James (???) asked about the geographical divides in the U12 league.  In a previous meeting Caroline Hulme WRCFA, had stated that in some leagues, in time, there may be a North/South or East West divide.  This would happen if the WRGFL adopted the Harrogate and District league.  Whilst some new teams from the Harrogate area have entered the league, this was not at present a viable option for the U12’s or any division within the WRGFL.

U13 - Kevin Shipp stated that the Goole Town U13 team would be pulling out due to lack of players, but asked what the last date they could possibly put an U9 team in.  SD stated the last day would be 2nd September for entries.  A question was posed about the U13’s divisions; SD stated the Committee would look at this after the meeting.  Penny from Idle queried if they were in the league, CR confirmed that they were.

U15 - Crossley Juniors enquired if more teams were joining the U15’s, SD stated that Lepton had pulled out, a representative from Lepton stated they would know on Sunday (28th August) if they had a team as they currently only had 12 players.

Wilsden stated they would be happy to play all teams in one division.

U16 - Paul at Brighouse said he was happy if the U16 league was kept as one as he didn’t really want to play teams three times and wanted to play a higher caliber of team, so that his girls could progress

U17/18 - Andy Rowley from Pontefract St Josephs asked if the U18 division could be 2 divisions or an U17 and U18’s.  He stated that at least 6 teams had expressed a desire to remain as U17 and NOT enter the U18 division.  Another U17 manager stated that his players did not want to play U18’s and could the U17 representatives make a decision on it. 

Phil Oddy (Rothwell Town) again said to the league that 6 teams wanted to be U17’s and queried why when some divisions only have 6 teams in that it can’t be done for the U17/18’s.

 SD stated that the Committee was going to discuss all matters relating to the league AFTER the meeting.  

The current formation of the U14 to U18’s is as follows:

U14 D1 7 teams  D2 6 teams       U15 D1 5 teams  D2 7 teams    U16 D1 12 teams    U18 D1 11 teams

5. Changes to Rules 

CR read out a list of rules that were brought in by the FA after we had held our AGM; the majority of the new rules were accepted by the member clubs.  The new set of league rules will be uploaded onto the website in due course

6.  Adoption of honorariums

SD stated that whilst all members of the Committee, do their duties on a voluntary basis, they do from time to time incur charges for additional expenditure, costs for petrol, phone calls, stationery etc, has in the past not being claimed by any Committee Member.  It was therefore put to Member clubs that the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer would receive an amount of £100 and Age Group Secretaries would receive £50  Member clubs accepted this and were advised that if any member of the Committee did use their honorarium they would be notified.

7.  Training at Bradford City

SW from WRCFA did a short presentation on COE, she stated she did have some forms if anyone wished to nominate players from their teams clubs, but unfortunately did not have enough to go round.  Main concerns raised from the Member clubs were that the County FA took the ‘elite’ players often decimating teams and gave nothing back.  Member clubs also thought it was an outdated rule that a player attending could not play for their local team and therefore were reluctant to send them on such courses.  SW stated that County had worked with clubs within the league to help them attract new players and that allowing players to continue with local clubs often confused them as they were being taught different tactics.

8.  WRCFA County Cup

CR stated that forms had been sent out and the closing date was 1st September 2011.  For U14’s, SD stressed that unlike the league cup, players must be 12 by the start of the season.  Both age groups would be playing 11-a-side.  Teams may be mixed.  Due to the fact that Tesco have pulled out of the county cup, this year there would be no national competition.  SD advised that if there was a lack of entries then the competition may be pulled, WRGFL has vigorously promoted this Competition to member club, even pushing for the Semi Finals and Finals of the competition to be held at the County Ground.  SD stated that it is a fantastic achievement for girls to have the opportunity to play at the County Ground.

9.  AOB

SD –

stated that the rep squad managers were now on the website and he had been in contact with Sheffield and Hallam to ask them to enter the competition, which last season included West Lancashire, Nottingham and the West Riding.  Results from the competition would be entered onto the website as it had now been ratified with County FA.

League fixtures would be on the website from 2/3 September, which should give everyone enough time to sort their first match out.

Teams would NOT be able to use a wildcard if they didn’t have the minimum number of players registered.  He stated that 14 teams in the U12 division alone had not registered the minimum number of players.  Therefore this season the Committee will look at blocking these clubs not just from this age group, but across the board.  Factors that will be taken into account will be: how many players they have registered at 31st August and last season’s fixtures.  Some teams made excuses last year not to play, despite the League trying to impose harsher penalties for failing to fulfil.  This stance will be taken to protect the teams that do want to play.

AMH – advised that fines are sent out to team managers, due to the new rules brought in by the FA relating to fines, it has been agreed that fines will also be sent to Club Secretaries.  As previously stated there will be a period of seven days from date of fine issue to dispute the fine.  Payments of fines can be made via BACS to the league account, but must be notified in advance to the fines secretary.

CR – again asked on behalf of the age group secretaries that all forms are filled in correctly and that correct postage is put on any documentation sent to the league.

Next Meeting 5th October 2011 8PM at Ossett Town
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